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Build a Data Dictionary 
with Tableau’s Metadata API

https://www.twitter.com/anyalitica
https://www.linkedin.com/in/annaprosvetova
https://public.tableau.com/profile/anna.prosvetova


Integrate and visualize 
the data from your 

R, Python, and 
Matlab models in Tableau.

Advanced Analytics
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What is Tableau’s Metadata API?

• Relationships between content & external 

assets

• Data Management Add-on & Tableau 

Catalogue

• Authorized users

• GraphQL language

• Metadata API vs REST API
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• Using GraphiQL from Tableau Server / Tableau Online

https://<your-tableau-server>/metadata/graphiql

• Using REST API 

Accessing the Metadata API
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Object relationships in the Metadata model

Child objects

Parent object DatabaseServer

File CloudFile DatabaseTable CustomSqlTable WebDataConnector



Object relationships in the Metadata model

Object 
Attributes

Object type

Object Database

File

id name description isEmbedded isCertified

DatabaseServer
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Writing GraphQL queries
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Demo: Building a Data Dictionary
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Learn more about Tableau’s Metadata API
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Join me at 
Tableau DataDev 
Happy Hour

bit.ly/TableauDataDevHappyHour



Get in touch!

@anyalitica

prosvetova.com

Thank you!

Questions?

https://twitter.com/anyalitica
https://twitter.com/anyalitica

